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CA3HAJHA BPEAHOCT MOCMATPAKHA CA YHECTBOBAKEM:
M3MEBY OBJAWUKBEHLA U PASYMEBABA

ITocMaTpame ca y4ecTBOBAaIbEM je METOJ, KOjUM Ce OINCYjy BepoBarba U IIpaKce
JBYIY Y BUXOBOM IIPUPOJHOM OKpPYXewy. bponucimas MannHOBCKM HPBU je KOPUCTUO
Y ONMCA0 IOCMaTpame ca y4ecTBOBameM Kao emmmpujckm Metopn. Hakon Kmmdoppa
T'epia, oBaj MeTOZ ce KOPUCTHUO 3a JNOMA3aK /IO ,IycTux omuca . OJHOCHO, IpefiCTaB/beH
je Kao MeTof| 3a ,,XepMeHeyTMUKy aHann3y KYITYpe, TO jeCT Kao CPefiCTBO 3a Jo/a3ak
IO MHTepIIpeTaluja JbYACKMX IOCTYIaKa, JonmpuHocehu Ha Taj HauMH pasyMeBamy
COLIMOKYNTYpPHUX (eHOMeHa. [Ipema ToMe, IIOCMaTpame Ca y4eCTBOBABEM CMaTpa ce y
CYIIPOTHOCTH Ca UCTPa’kMBambeM KOje TpaKM y3poKe IOCMaTpaHMX I10jaBa.

Osgaj MeTof je Takobe geduHNIITYha KapaKTepyCTIKa COLVIOKY/ITY pHE aHTPOIIO/NOTHje
¥ IIPAaKTUKOBabe [IOCMaTpamba Ca yu4eCTBOBambeM HajMarme FOAMHY AaHa (0OMYHO TOKOM
IOKTOpara) HemsbexaH je ,obpey mpenacka’ y COLMOKY/ITYPHOI aHTPOHO/IOra. YIPKOC
CBOjOj LIEHTPA/HOj YJI03M y OBOj AMCLUIUIMHMU, ITOCMAaTpame Ca YYEeCTBOBAIEM CTOjU
IO CTPaHM Kao Hay4yHu MerTof. OUMI/Ie[HO ce pasNMKyje Off eKCIIepMMeHTaTHe MeTofe,
KOja ce 4eCTO IpefiCTaB/ba Kao MapajgurMaTM4yaH IpUMep HaydHe mpakce. Takobe ce
Ppas/uKyje off HyKMX MeTO/la IOCMaTparba — KAKO TO IIPAKTUKY]jY, Ha IpMUMeP, aCTPOHOMHI
KOjI IIOCMATPAjy 3Be3fie MM e€TON03M KOji IIOCMATPajy MOHAIllabe KXUBOTUHA. 3aUCTa,
IOCMATpay-Y4eCHUK MOpa OUTM AMPEKTHO YK/by4eH, HOBO/BHO BpeMeHa, Yy >KUBOTE
»ltocMarpaHux”. CaMo ce Tako MOXe JOh¥ IO MCTMHCKOT pasyMeBama Koje Tpaxke
COLMOKYATYPHU aHTpOmonosu. IlocMaTpame ca y4ecTBOBambeM, CTOTa, MMa Cas3Hajy
BPEe/JHOCT, ajIy IoceOHe BpCTe.

Crepie pBa muTama: IpBoO, LITA IOCMATpabe Ca y4eCTBOBambEM YMHY TAKO BPEJHUM Y
MpOM3BOAILY 3HaMa? [Ipyro, fja IV MocMaTpambe ca y4eCTBOBambEM MIMa Ca3HajHY BPETHOCT
3a OHe KOjyl Tpa)ke y3pOo4yHa objalrmema?

Y oBoM pajiy aHamM3MpaM Ipolece Kpo3 Koje ce 3Habe IPOU3BOAY [Ty TeM IIoCcMaTpaba
ca yuyecTBOBameM. Moj apryMeHT IO4YMBa Ha OMNCY KOTHUTUBHUX IIpoLieca KOju JIeXe Y
OCHOBI OBOT MeTofa 6yayhu jja cMaTpaM jja KOTHUTMBHA aKTVBHOCT MHTepIIpeTalje
jOlLI yBeK Huje y IOTIYHOCTH omycaHa. Moj aprymeHr je cinemehm: TBpauM pa mpouec
MHTepIpeTalje y IOCMaTpalby Ca y4eCTBOBaIheM YK/byUyje y BEJIMKOj MEPU OC/Ialbalhe Ha
OHO IITO KOTHUTVBHM Hay YHVIIY Ha3MBajy CIOCOOHOCTNMA ,dUTamba yma . I pyro, TBpauM
Jla OBa KapaKTepUCTUYHA yIoTpeba ,uuTama yMa YMHY IIOCMATpalbe Ca y4eCTBOBAbEM
KOPMCHMM 3a M3HATaXXemhe y3poKa COLMOKYNTYPHUX peHoMeHa. [lakiie, 3aK/bydyjeM Aa
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je TIocMaTpare ca yYeCTBOBaEeM aZleKBaTaH METOJ 3a ONMCUBAaMb€e Y3POYHUX Be3a Koje
KOHCTUTYMUIIY COIIVIOKYNTYpHe eHOMeHe.

KrbyuHe peun: nocmMaTpame ca yuecTBOBareM, pasymeBahe, MHTeprpeTaLmja, y3poyHo
objawwmbetbe, ,Yntare yma”

THE EPISTEMIC VALUE OF PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION:
BETWEEN EXPLANATION AND UNDERSTANDING

Participant observation is a method that tries to capture the beliefs and practices of the
people being studied as they occur in their natural settings. Bronislaw Malinowski was the
first to describe participant observation as an empirical method. Following Clifford Geertz,
this method has been described as enabling “thick description”. It has been presented as a
method for the “hermeneutical analysis” of culture. As such, it is seen as the means for the
production of interpretations of human actions, contributing thereby to our understanding
of sociocultural phenomena. That is to say, participant observation is understood as being
at odds with the research that explores the causes of the phenomena observed.

This method also tends to be the defining feature of sociocultural anthropology and
practicing it for at least a year (usually during the PhD) is the inescapable rite of passage
for calling oneself a sociocultural anthropologist. Despite its central role in sociocultural
anthropology, participant observation stands aside as a scientific method. It obviously
differs from the experimental method, which is often presented as the paramount example
of scientific practice. It also differs from mere observational methods - as practiced, for
instance, by astronomers observing stars or even by ethologists observing animals’ behavior.
Indeed, the participant observer has to be directly involved, for a sufficient amount of
time, in the lives of the ‘observed’. Only this can bring the genuine understanding that
sociocultural anthropologists are after. Participant observation has therefore an epistemic
value, but it is one of a specific kind.

Two questions follow: first, what makes participant observation so valuable in
knowledge production? Second, does participant observation have epistemic value for
those who are looking for causal explanations?

In this paper, I analyze the processes through which knowledge is produced by way
of participant observation. My argument rests on a description of the cognitive feats of
participant observation since I hold that the cognitive activity of interpreting has not
yet been fully described and assessed as such. My argument goes as follows: I argue that
the process of interpretation in participant observation involves relying heavily on what
cognitive scientists call “mind-reading” capabilities. Second, I claim that this characteristic
use of mind-reading makes participant observation useful for identifying the causes of
sociocultural phenomena. Thus, I conclude that participant observation is an adequate
method for describing the causal relationships that constitute sociocultural phenomena.

Keywords: participant observation, understanding, interpretation, causal explanation, “mind-
reading”






