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Apstrakt: Žan-Žak Ruso uglavnom je u istoriji filozofije promatran kao netipičan filozof 

epohe prosvetiteljstva, kao začetnik revolucionarnih ideja o slobodnoj građanskoj državi i 

prirodnom pravu; u istoriji književnosti kao preteča romantizma, pisac koji je usavršio epi-

stolarnu formu romana i sentimentalista. Međutim, u ovom radu fokus je na prenebrega-

vanom biografskom pristupu onim delima u kojima se Ruso otkriva kao začetnik autobio-

grafskog romanesknog žanra. Preispitan je problem verodostojnosti autoportreta i kroz taj 

problem osvetljene su činjenice iz autorovog života. Pristup u ovom tekstu oslonjen je na bi-

ografski, ali ne u pozitivističkom već u fenomenološkom ključu. Osnovna inspiracija za tekst 

bili su radovi teoretičara ženevske škole – Starobinskog, Pulea i Rusea. 

Ključne reči: Prosvetiteljstvo, progres, naturalizam, autobiografija, ispovest, sentimenta-

lizam, introspekcija, empirizam, solipsizam, progonstvo. 
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Vanja Radaković
Self-portrait of the Philosopher in the Context of the Enlightement

Abstract

In the history of philosophy, Jean-Jacques Rousseau is mainly considered as an atypi-

cal philosopher of the Enlightenment, as a pioneer of the revolutionary idea of   a free 

civilian state and natural law; in literary history, he is considered the forerunner of Ro-

manticism, the writer who perfected the form of an epistolary novel, as well as a senti-

mentalist. However, this paper focuses on the biographical approach, which was most-

ly excluded in observation of those works revealing Rousseau as the originator of the 

autobiographical novelistic genre. The subject of this paper is the issue of credibility of 

self-portraits, and through this problem it highlights the facts from the author’s life. This 

paper relies on a biographical approach, not in the positivistic sense but in the phenom-

enological key. This paper is mainly inspired by the works of the Geneva School theo-

rists – Starobinski, Poulet and Rousset.

Key words Enlightenment, Progress, Naturalism, autobiography, confession, senti-

mentalism, introspection, empiricism, solipsism, exile.




