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Philosophy from the Outside in: Rosenzweig’s Critical Project*

Abstract: This paper examines Rosenzweig’s philosophic project in the context of his 

time as a critical intervention in the discussion of the place of Jewish thought in the uni-

versity and in society. If Hermann Cohen represented the first generation of Jewish phi-

losophers claiming that participation in the university is constitutive for the institution’s 

claim to universalism, the second generation—represented by Martin Buber—was 

more diffident about the university and its openness. For Buber, literary modernism of-

fered what the university would refuse. Disappointed about the failure of the recogni-

tion of the efforts of the previous two generations, Rosenzweig represents the third gen-

eration. He turns the situation into a creative response anchoring philosophy as a proj-

ect that calls for a resolute move outside the university.
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Philosophy as a discipline as well as Jewish philosophers as individuals faced a 

particular set of challenges between 1871 and 1933. There were internal institu-

tional pressures within the university, which during this period underwent a rapid 

-

plications with regard to the repositioning of philosophy and its role within the 

-

the production of Jewish candidates in line for teaching and research positions. 

Jewish history intra muros -

 For Jewish philoso-

rank of Privatdozenten (private lecturers, i.e., unsalaried adjuncts), the push into 

* -
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would develop alternatives to the university, and opportunities in the Jewish edu-

-

-

-

-

look but can be seen as a group that represents the changing opportunities and 

-

-

chose to forgo the institutional route, deciding instead to work outside the uni-

.

experience, drafting The Star of Redemption. -

The Star of Redemption was early on rec-

Religion of Reason out of the Sources of Judaism, The Star of Redemption

The Star -

The Star

through the daily practice of adult extrauniversity teaching and learning—a pro-

2

3

-
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Bildung of sorts—while ex-

-

-

tion in dialogue with the project of rethinking the Jewish tradition and vice ver-

situation that the participants—students and teachers alike—would bring to the 

-

The Star of Redemption, 

which laid out the Star -

-

The Star of Redemption

Sprachdenker

-

new kind of thinking:

-

erfahrende Philosophie)  reopens the 

-

4 -

5

6

is that philosophy itself is part of the experience as well, i.e., a philosophy open to the neces-
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-

knowledge.

-

-

The Star of Redemption: 

-

plexity exceeds the classic categorical grasp positions the philosopher in a radi-

cally new way.

-

-

-

very fact that he irreverently breaks with the tradition of thinking that he unfor-

-

-

7
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-

-

-

-

-

the discipline’s unquestioned protocol to approach philosophy exclusively on its 

-

-

-

The Star of Redemption, philosophy thus represents 

-

-

10 -

-

-
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-

-

alternative key. The particular fashion in which The Star of Redemption 

-

-

-

-

-

The Star of Redemption -

-

-

-

content of The Star of Redemption. Just like the dialogical relationship in the way 

The Star of Redemp-

tion

-

-

-

-

12 -
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-

-

actly because, besides a certain continuity, there is also a constitutive discontinu-

-

-

-

-

ization that gives the Jewish tradition its philosophic edge as a bulwark against the 

universalizing and totalizing tendency of thought.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

erations of Jewish philosophers in breaking grounds for rethinking the relation-

-

-

-

-

weig laid out in The Star of Redemption
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the grounds of a strong reconceptualization of the task and function of philoso-

phy that The Star of Redemption

-

ish experience—and not just with regard to the project of philosophy—represents 

as a dialectically triangulated relationship that is constituted via God. The speech 

words, the logic of inclusion hinges on exclusion as its constitutive correlative. 

-

-

-

cess and tension, a function of their forces rather than a self-contained entity the 

Star. -

-

Werden Sein

-
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grauenhaft

Gericht

bestimmten Inhalt) of a universal totality, a deter-

-

 :  

-

-

Das Wort 

Gottes  

-

-

the text argues through its explicit theological diction a pointedly philosophical 

reading. 

-

-
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-

-

-

-

Irgendjemand, den 

andern schlechtweg, den—Nächsten

-

-

continually reconstituted by the continually new next it confronts.

-

-

itics of in- and exclusion in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, not only in 

-

-

-

cerns. Given the changing historical conditions of their situation as Jewish phi-

losophers and intellectuals, their philosophical projects articulate a philosophic 

-

14
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-

-

-

philosophy. 

Primljeno: 22. jun 2012.
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