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Introduction

OnlyahandfulofSerbiantextbooksfromtheperiod1882to1941makeany

lengthyreferencetoSerbia’sethnicAlbanianminority.Previousscholarshipon

SerbiantextbooksfromtheperiodbeforeandduringtheKingdomofYugoslavia

(1918–41)concentratesforthemostpartontheeducationalroleofSerbian

nationalism,andlateronYugoslavismasanofficialeducationalpolicy,without

anyparticularfocusontherepresentationofminoritiesintextbooks.1Inarecent

studyoninterwartextbooks,PieterTrochemphasizestheexclusivenessofthe

conceptofYugoslavism,whichappliedonlytoSerbs,Croats,andSlovenes,and

failedtoaccountforotherethnicities,mostnotablyAlbaniansandMuslimsin

general:

Apartfromthethreeaccepted‘tribes’,nosignificantattemptsweremadetoinclude

symbolicresourceslinkedtootherSouthSlavcollectiveidentitiesinYugoslavnational

culture.Thus,weencounterveryfewelementsthatcouldmobilizeMontenegrin,

MacedonianorBosnianMuslimcollectiveidentitiesasconstituentpartsofYugoslav

nationhood[…]Non-SouthSlavminorities,includingGermans,Hungarians,Ruma-

nians,andAlbanians,werecompletelyexcludedfromYugoslavnationalidentityinthe

curricula.2

Albanianswereindeedmarginalizedorexcludedentirelyfromthesenarratives,

andtheyhadlittleinvolvementinshapingSerbianandYugoslaveducational

policyorcurricula.AstrueasTroch’sremarksaboutthegenerallackofmaterial

onAlbaniansinthetextbooksofthetimemightbe,theperiodfrom1882to1941

stillofferssufficientcontentforamorethoroughandnuanceddiscussionofthe

perceptionofAlbaniansinSerbianeducationandtextbooks.Afterproviding

1See:CharlesJelavich,‘Education,TextbooksandSouthSlavNationalismsintheInterwarEra’,
inAllgemeinbildungalsModernisierungsfaktor,ed.byReiterandSundhaussen(1994),
pp.127–42.
2PieterTroch,NationalismandYugoslavia(2015),p.133.
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somecontextonSerbianandYugoslavnationaleducationalpolicy,wewillargue

thatAlbanianswererepresentedintextbookswithmuchthesameambivalences

andcontradictionsthatmarkedtheofficialSerbianandYugoslavpolicytowards

them.Oursampleinthischapterislimitedtothreerevisededitionsofahistory

textbookbyMihailoJović,publishedfrom1882onwards,andtworeadingbooks

publishedbyMilošMatovićandMiloradVujanacin1938.Allthesetextswere

writtenforuseinthefourthgradeofprimaryeducation,thefinaleducationlevel

forthevastmajorityofpupilsatthetime.3AlltextbooksusedinSerbianschools

from1880to1918wereprintedbythestate,andonlyafterbeingapprovedforuse

bytheMainEducationCouncil(Glavniprosvetnisavet).Jović’stextbook,of

course,hadthisapprovalandwascontinuouslyusedinschoolfrom1882to1918,

printedinfifty-sixeditions,andsignificantlyrevisedthreetimes.Itcantherefore

beconsideredrepresentativeoftheperiodunderconsiderationhere.

Educationpolicywasmoreliberalintheinterwarperiodthanbefore;some

privatelypublishedtextbookswereapprovedforuseinschoolsinadditionto

thosepublishedbythestate.TheMainEducationalCouncilceaseditsrigorous

controloftextbookcontent,whichgavetheauthorsmorefreedominhandling

certainsubjects,andinthisrespectthereadingbooksbyMatovićandVujanac

constitutearepresentativesample.4

Nation,Education,andtheTextbook

Educationinthespiritofnationalismhasalonghistory.Bythenineteenth

century,theideaofnationhoodasfundamentaltoanyformofcommunityandas

thehighestachievementintheevolutionofmankind,wasfirmlyestablished.

Scholarshavelongobservedthateducationwasatthattimeconsideredtoplayan

activeroleinprotecting,preserving,andimprovingagivensociety;assuch,

nationalcoherenceandorganizationwerefunctionsofpropereducation.5

TheconceptofnationhoodwasofconcerntoSerbiansdecadespriortothe

country’sindependence,havingbeenintroducedbythefirstgenerationsof

scholarseducatedabroad,andtheworksofVukKaradžić(1787–1864).However,

itwasnotsystematicallyincorporatedintoeducationpolicyuntilafterfullna-

tionalindependencewassecuredattheCongressofBerlinin1878.Integralto

thatprocesswasthereformoftheeducationsystemthatfollowedin1882,which

3AleksandraIlić,‘Školskisistem,nastavniciiučeniciuSrbiji(1804–2004)’,inDvavekaob-
razovanjauSrbiji,ed.byAvramović(2005),pp.109–64.
4AleksandraIlićRajković,‘Albanciisrpsko-albanskiodnosiusrpskimudžbenicima(1887–
1987)’[AlbaniansandSerbian-AlbanianRelationsinSerbianTextbooks(1887–1987)],in
Figuraneprijatelja,ed.byPavlovićetal.,(2015),pp.177–95.
5See:JohnDewey,DemocracyandEducation(1916).
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sawtheintroductionofmandatoryeducation.ContemporarySerbianped-

agoguesmaintainedthateducationintheAgeofNationsshouldbenational;

similarviewswereemergingelsewhereinEuropeatthetime.6Evidencethatit

wasconceptslikenationhoodthatinspiredthereformersoftheschoolsystem

canbefoundinthewordsofStojanNovaković,theleadingfigureinthereform

andmodernizationofSerbianeducation.Inlinewithviewshelaterexpressed

duringthedebateoverthehighschoolcurriculumin1881,Novakovićempha-

sizedinhisopeningspeechtotheMainEducationCouncilin1880that‘edu-

cationisthecrucialfactorintheunificationofSerbdom’.7Reportsfromother

discussionsanddebatesregardingcurriculaandschoolprogrammesshowthat

Serbianteachersandteachers’associationsagreed.

ThusintheperiodpriortotheFirstWorldWar,Serbianpupilsweretypically

taughtthatlanguageisthemostfundamentalandobviousevidenceofacommon

originandpast,thatnationhoodisanaturalwayofgroupingpeople,andthatall

thosewhospeakthesamelanguagewishtoandshouldlivetogetherintheir

nationalstate.Accordingly,theprimarytaskofSerbsshouldbetofulfiltheir

centenniallegacyofliberatingandunitingallSerbdom.Thedevelopmentofthe

ideaofunitedSerbianstatehoodcanbeobservedchieflyinhistorytextbooks,

butpupilsencounteredeventsandfiguresfromSerbianhistoryingeography

textbooksandreadingbooksaswell.Inanutshell,pupilsweretaughtthat

SerbiannationhoodwasasoldastheSerbianpresenceintheBalkans,truly

understoodatfirstonlybyafew,butlaterwidelyadoptedandstrengthenedfrom

themedievalSerbianexpansiononwards.8

ItiswithinsuchacontextthatoneshouldframeSerbianandYugoslavedu-

cationalpolicyandpolicyingeneraltowardstheAlbanians.TheCongressof

Berlinin1878providedinternationalrecognitionofSerbianindependence,but

wasneverthelessatraumaticeventforcontemporarySerbs,whowereshocked

bytheAustriantakeoverofBosniaandHerzegovina,whichtheSerbsperceived

astheirownland.SerbiawassurroundedonthreesidesbytheAustro-Hungarian

Empire,andthusturneditsattentiontothesouthernlandsthatstillbelongedto

theOttomanEmpire:primarilypresent-dayKosovoandnorthernAlbania.Once

partofthemedievalSerbianEmpire,theselandshadbeeninhabitedinthe

meantimebyalargelyAlbanianpopulation.ThislenttheAlbaniansanew

relevanceintheeyesofSerbiantextbookauthors.

6See:RoyLowe,‘EducationandNationalIdentity’,HistoryofEducation,28(3)(1999),231–3.
7‘ZapisnikasasedniceGlavnogprosvetnogsaveta’,Prosvetniglasnik,1(14)(1880),533.
8AleksandraIlić,UdžbeniciinacionalnovaspitanjeuSrbiji1878–1918[TextbooksandNational
EducationinSerbia1878–1918](2010).
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AlbaniansintheHistoryTextbooksofMihailoJović(1882–1918)

Thetextbookmostrepresentativeofthewidertrendsofthetime,MihailoJović’s

Srpskaistorija(SerbianHistory),illustratesthisgeneralframeworkinitsde-

pictionofnationalhistoryasaperpetualstrugglefornationalliberationand

unification,anditsemphasisonheroismandbravery.Thusasearlyasinthe

foreword,Jovićadvisesthepupilsto‘alwaysbeheroeslikeObilićandthebrigand

Veljko’.9Thiscorrespondsperfectlywiththemethodologicalinstructionsofthe

MinistryofEducation,whoexpectedSerbianhistoryeducationtoinspire‘love

forournationandfeelingsthatwouldstrengthenthewilltocarryoutheroic

moralactions’.10Writtenin1882duringtheaforementionededucationreform,

Jović’stextbookservedasthedominanthistorytextbookpriortotheformation

oftheKingdomofSerbs,CroatsandSlovenesaftertheGreatWar,andappeared

indozensofeditions.Throughoutthisperiod,theauthorrepeatedlyadjusted

andrevisedSerbianHistoryinaccordancewithofficialcurricula.Thismakesit

idealforanalysis,asitishighlyrepresentativeofeducationaltendenciesinSerbia

inthelatenineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturyingeneral,aswellasofthe

perceptionsofAlbaniansinparticular.Wewillfocusonthenegativeevolutionof

perceptionsofAlbaniansinthevariouseditionsofthistextbook.

Asonewouldexpect,AlbaniansoccupyarathermarginalroleinJović’s

textbook.Theyarementionedonlyoccasionallyandinpassing,inrelationtotwo

historicalepisodes:thereignoftheSerbianEmperorDušan(1331–55),who

ruledAlbaniaaswell,andtheGreatMigrationoftheSerbsfrom1690,which,

accordingtoJović,triggeredamajordemographicshiftintheterritoriesof

KosovoandSandžak.ItisequallytellingthatthereisnoreferencetotheAlba-

niansinthediscussionoftheBattleofKosovo,eventhoughittookplaceina

territoryinhabitedforcenturiesbybothSerbsandAlbanians.AnAlbanian

namedKondais,however,regularlymentionedandcreditedforhishelpinthe

takeoveroftheBelgradefortressbytheSerbsduringtheFirstSerbianUprising

againsttheOttomanEmpire(1804–13).Yetnomentionismadeofanyofthe

previousinsurrectionsandinsubordinationsagainsttheOttomansthatsawthe

Serbs,Montenegrins,andAlbaniansfightonthesameside.Thismayindicatean

implicittendencytogivepreferencetothoseepisodesthatpresenttheAlbanians

asSerbiansubjectsoradversaries,ratherthanfriendsorallies.

ThescarcityofreferencestoAlbaniansshouldcomeasnosurpriseifone

bearsinmindthatinthenineteenthcenturyknowledgeaboutsouthernlands

stillunderOttomanrulewaslimitedevenamongeducatedpeopleinSerbia.In

9ThistermisatranslationofHajduk,whichmeansbrigand,highwayman,oroutlaw,butis
usedtorefertoSouth-EasternEuropean‘freedomfighters’.Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882).

10 MinistryofEducation,Prosvetnizbornikzakonainaredaba(1895),p.808.
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theopeningsectionofhistextbook,Jovićhimselfadmitswithregretthat‘pupils

wereunfamiliarwithandvagueonKosovoandotherplaces’.11Thisutterlackof

knowledgeabouttheAlbanianscanbeillustrated,forinstance,byJović’sdis-

cussionofEmperorDušan:

DušantookthetitleofEmperoroftheSerbs,Bulgarians(fortheysubmittedtohim),

Greeks(forhehadtakenmuchoftheGreeklands),andAlbanians.Albanialiestothe

southofusandisinhabitedbytheArnauts12;[hecalledhimselfthe]AlbanianEmperor

becausetheAlbaniansalwaysobeyedhimandassistedhimwiththeirarmies[…]There

wereSerbsaswellasGreeksandBulgarians.FierceArnautswerealsoinhisarmy.13

JovićreadilylistsallthenationsthatDušanruledover,butfeelstheneedto

providebasicinformationonlyabouttheAlbanians,implyingthathisreaders

arefamiliarwiththeSerbs,Bulgarians,andGreeks,butnotwiththeAlbanians.

AsearlyasinJović’s1886revisionofhistextbookonefindsclaimsthatstand

instarkcontrastwiththosequotedabove.ExamplesincludethoseaboutAlba-

nianviolenceagainsttheSerbswhoremainedinKosovoaftertheGreatMi-

grationstothenorththattookplacefrom1690tothefirstdecadesofthe

eighteenthcentury:‘ThesemigrationswerebadfortheSerbs,fortheSerbswere

spreadacrossfarawaylands,andtheTurkssettledtheArnauts,whocommitted

evenmoreterriblecrimesagainsttheSerbsthantheTurksthemselves,ontheir

territory’.14Whatexactlythesemoreterriblecrimesmighthaveincludedis

difficulttodeducegiventhatJovićpreviouslydescribedOttomanruleasslavery

fortheSerbs:

TheTurksmolestedtheSerbsasChristiansandcalledthemrayah[slaves15][…]Every

fifthyeartheTurkswouldcometotheSerbianlandstotakethehealthiestandmost

beautifulboysfortheirarmyofJanissaries[…]TheJanissarieswerethegreatest

evildoers.WhenaSerbcouldnotpaythetribute,theywouldpasshimoverafire,whip

him,orpullhimbyhorses’tails.

Thus,thephrase‘worsethantheTurks’effectivelyindicatesametaphorfor

ultimateoppression.

11Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),pp.v–vi.
12ArnautisanarchaicethnonymforAlbanianscommonlyusedinSerbia,precededbythe
moreinternationalethnonym‘Albanians’insocialistYugoslavia.

13Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),pp.108–9.
14Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.91.
15Itisworthclarifyingthattheactualmeaningofthetermrayahisnot‘slaves’but‘flock’.It
designatedthetax-payinglowerclassofsubjectswithintheOttomanEmpire.Whileinfact
someMuslimswerealsocategorizedasrayah,andOrthodoxpriestswereexemptfrom
taxationandthusexcludedfromthiscategory,inthepopularbeliefexpressedbyJovićrayah
isusedtodenotethe‘slavery’thatSerbs,asChristians,sufferedatthehandsoftheOttomans.
Seeforinstance:StanfordShaw,‘TheOttomanViewoftheBalkans’,inTheBalkansin
Transition,ed.byJelavichandJelavich(1963),pp.56–78(esp.pp.58–60).
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However,thisnew,drasticallynegativeperceptionoftheAlbaniansinthe1886

editionremainedsomewhatopposedtotheirdepictioninotherpartsofSerbian

History.Thus,forinstance,inthesectionaboutEmperorDušan,theauthor

retainsthefirstedition’spositiveevaluationoftheAlbaniansasbravewarriors:

ThelandbetweentheriverDrimandtheAdriaticSeaiscalledAlbania.Itisinhabitedby

theArnauts.TheArnautsaregoodheroes[…]DušanpenetratedwithhisSerbsand,

littlebylittle,conqueredallofAlbaniaandtookthetitleofKingofAlbania.16

SincethisevaluationobviouslycontradictsthestatementsaboutAlbanianbar-

barism,itthuscomesasnosurprisethatthenextrevision,in1894,providesan

interpretationmoreinlinewiththenegativetrendintherestoftheportrayal:

Twoyearsafterthiswar,Albanianleadersclashedandfoughtagainsteachother.While

theywerefightingamongthemselves,DušangatheredanarmyandstrucktheAlba-

nians,defeatingsomeandattractingotherstohissidewithpromisesandgifts,thus

spreadinghisruleoverallofAlbania.17

InthethirdrevisionofthistextbooktheexplanationofwhotheAlbaniansareis

excluded;itappearsthattherisinginterestintheAlbaniansandtheirlandsmade

suchelementaryinformationobsolete.Jovićalsoleftouthispreviousstatement

aboutAlbanianheroism,asitcontradictedthepictureofAlbaniansastorturers

oftheKosovoSerbs.InsteadtheauthordiscussestherelationshipbetweenDušan

andtheAlbaniansinfurtherdetail.Thus,whilehis1882textbookimpliesthat

thereasonforthesuccessofDušan’scampaignamongtheAlbanianswastheir

goodrelations(‘becausetheAlbaniansalwaysobeyedhimandassistedhimwith

theirarmies’),the1894editionplacesanemphasisonAlbaniandiscord,greed,

andcorruptionasthereasonsfortheestablishmentofDušan’sruleoverthe

Albanians.Itisthisthirdrevisededitionfrom1894,whichcontinuedtobe

reprintedwithoutchangesin1900andthereafter,thatappearstobemoreinline

withtheofficialSerbianpolicythatincreasinglyreliedonforceandhostility

towardsAlbanians.

ShiftsintheportrayalofissuesaroundSerbianlandandmigration,andhow

theymightrelatetotheAlbanians,canbeobservedinthefollowingthreequotes

fromthe1882,1886,and1894editionsrespectively:

[SerbianPatriarch]ArsenijeČarnojevićdidwrongbytheSerbsbyleadingthismi-

gration.TheSerbsthathetookwithhimsufferedgreatlyatthehandsoftheAustrians

andstilldo,becausetheAustrianEmperorrulesoverthem.Yetitwasevenworsefor

thosewhostayedhereinSerbia.TheTurkssettledtheArnautsontheemptyestates,and

16Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.53.
17Jović,Srpskaistorija(1894),p.46.
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sonowadaysonlyafewSerbsremaininSerbiasouthofus(aroundPrizrenandPeć);all

peoplethereareAlbanians,eventhoughtheywerenottherebefore.18

AmassmigrationofSerbstookplacein1690.ArsenijeČarnojević,aSerbianpatriarch,

summonedtheSerbsfromOldSerbiaandfledwiththemtoBanatandBačka.These

migrationswerebadfortheSerbs,whobecamespreadthroughoutfarawaylands,and

theTurkssettledtheArnauts,whocommittedevengreatercrimesagainsttheSerbs

thantheTurksthemselves,ontheirterritory.19

ArsenijedidwrongbytheSerbs,forthosethathetookwithhimobeytheHungarians

andGermansnowadays,whilethosethatremainedarescattered,abandonedand

weakened;thusneitherwenorthoseinBačkaandBanatcanbecomestrong,becausewe

aresmallinnumber.20

TheAmbivalenceoftheInterwarYears(1918–41)

Thefollowingisananalysisoftwoliteraryshortstoriesportrayingradically

differentdepictionsoftheAlbanians,includedintwoSerbianfourthgrade

readingbooksfromtheinterwarperiod.Thesestorieshadbothbeenpublished

previously.While‘LazartheBrigandandhisMother’,publishedinMilošMa-

tović’sreadingbookfrom1938,providesapictureoftheAlbaniansasSerb-

hatingandtreacherous,‘TheAlbanianWoman’,includedinVujanac’s1938

readingbook,praisesthemasheroicandbrave.Theytestifybothtoattemptsata

moreinclusiveapproachregardingtheAlbanians,andtotheambivalencesto-

wardsthemintheinterwarperiod.

Theseinconclusivedepictionsareillustrativeofthegeneralambivalencesand

contradictionsofofficialpolicytowardstheAlbaniansaftertheFirstWorldWar

inthenewlyformedKingdomofSerbs,CroatsandSlovenes,renamedthe

KingdomofYugoslaviain1929.Ontheonehand,onecancertainlygivegood

reasonsforconsideringYugoslavpolicytowardsAlbaniansandMuslimsasthe

continuationofearlier(post-1878)Serbianattemptstoencouragetheirmigra-

tion.21AlbanianswerepresentedinseveraltextbooksaspuppetsoftheGreat

Powers,andtheindependenceofAlbaniaasaregretfuloutcome.22Ontheother

hand,acornerstoneoftheofficialYugoslaveducationpolicywasitsemphasison

theliberationofbrotherlynationsfromtheimperialyokeofboththeAustro-

HungariansandtheOttomans.Serbianand/orYugoslavruleoverasignificant

18Jović,Srpskaistorija(1882),p.187.
19Jović,Srpskaistorija(1886),p.91.
20Jović,Srpskaistorija(1894),p.74.
21See:VladanJovanović,Slikejedneneuspeleintegracije(2014).
22See:IlićRajković,‘Albanciisrpsko-albanskiodnosi’,inFiguraneprijatelja,ed.byPavlovićet
al.(2015),pp.177–95.
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Albanianpopulationcouldbeseenasliberation.Aninterestingexampleofthis

latterapproachcanbetakenfromthedepictionofthe1912FirstBalkanWarin

MilošMatović’selementaryschoolhistorytextbook,entitledOsvećenjeKosova

[RevengeforKosovo].23AfterinformingthepupilsofthesignificanceofKosovo

fortheSerbs,theauthoroffersanexplanationofitsrelevancetoAlbanians.Of

theSerbianarmy’sentryintoPrizren(theformercapitaloftheSerbianEmpire),

theauthorwrites:‘KingPetarfirstwenttotheChurchoftheHolySalvationbuilt

inEmperorDušan’stime’.TheverynextdayheattendedaserviceinanAlbanian

Catholicchurch,‘inordertoassuretheAlbaniansthathisarmywasnotcoming

toconqueranotherpeople,buttointroducefreedom,justice,andorder’.While

textbookreadersmightwonderaboutthefeelingsoftheAlbanianMuslimsand

TurkswhomadeupthevastmajorityofthepopulationinPrizren,itseemsthat

bothKingPetarandthetextbookauthordecidedtodisregardthem.Evenafter

hugeterritorialenlargementsinthecourseoftheBalkanWarsandtheFirst

WorldWar,alongwiththesubsequentformationofYugoslavia,KingPetar’s

kingdomremainedsomewhattornbetweenthesecontradictorypoliciesofin-

tegratingtheAlbaniansandcompellingtheiremigration.

ThedepictionsofAlbaniansinthetwostoriesselectedbyMatovićandVu-

janacin1938couldhardlybemoredifferent.Vujanacpublishedtheshortstory

‘Arnautka’(Albanianwomen)24,whichtellsofayoungsixteen-year-oldboy

returninghomeastheonlysurvivoroftheclashbetweentheShalaAlbaniansand

theTurksfromShkodratofindhistribeandhismothermourninghisdeath.

Insteadofrejoicingoverherson’ssurvival,themotherbrandshimacowardfor

notdyingalongsidehiscompany,tellinghimtogobackanddieatthespotwhere

theothersdidifhewishestobecalledherson.ThestoryendswiththeOttoman

vizierpardoninghimandsendinghimhometohismotherahero.

ThisstoryoftheresoluteandSpartanicwarriorlogicofheroismwaspre-

viouslypublishedinthefamous1901collectionofheroictalesPrimjeričojstvai

junaštva(ExamplesofManlinessandHeroism)byMarkoMiljanov.Miljanov

wasafamousMontenegrinwarriorbornaround1830intheMontenegrin-Al-

banianborderzone.Hewasconsideredthegreatestheroofhistimebyboth

Serbo-MontenegrinsandAlbanians.Inhisoldage,Miljanovbecameliteratein

ordertobeabletorecordthecourageousdeedsofhiscontemporaries.Intwoof

hisbookspublishedaround1900,MiljanovpraisestheAlbaniansasgreatheroes

andhonestpeople.OnethirdofhisseventygreatestExamplesofheroism,

courage,andchivalrousdeedswerecarriedoutbyAlbanians,whomheespe-

ciallypraisesfortheirheroismandhospitality.

IncontrasttoVujanac’sselection,Matović’sreadingbookpresentsasingle,

23 MilošMatović,IstorijaJugoslovena(1939),p.63.
24 MiloradVujanac,Čitankazačetvrtirazredosnovniškole(1938),pp.61–2.
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drasticallynegativerepresentationofAlbanians.Matovićincludesthelastpartof

astoryoriginallypublishedinthecollectionStoriesfromOldSerbia,writtenby

theKosovoSerbandpatrioticzealotZarijaR.Popovićin1922.Thestoryis

entitled‘LazartheBrigandandhisMother’.25Matovićexplainsthesettingofthe

story,whichevokesOttomanviolenceagainsttheSerbsinKosovointheearly

yearsofthetwentiethcentury.IttellsofabandofKosovoSerbbrigandswhoaska

localAlbaniantosafeguardtheminthevillageofVelikaHohxa,wheretheywent

todealwiththeTurkishevildoerwhooppressedthelocalraya(flock),andtheir

subsequentkillingbytheAlbanians.

ThetreacherousnatureoftheAlbanianswhobreaktraditionalBalkanpat-

riarchalcodesofhonourandhospitalityiscarefullydepicted.Thecompany

leader,theteacherLazarfromPrizren,asksanAlbaniantwiceforhisbesa,and

eachtimethelatterconfirmsit.BesaisanAlbaniantermmeaningapromiseora

wordofhonour,butitalsodenotesfaithandfidelity,andisusuallyregardedas

sacredbyAlbanians,signallinganobligationtoalwayskeeptheirwordatall

costs.Breakingbesaisthereforesacrilegeandagravesin.Moreover,inthestory

ofLazar,theAlbanianinvitedthebrigandsintohishome,welcomingthemwith

breadandsalt,whichtraditionallyevokesanotherinstitutionofhospitalitythat

ensurescareandprotectionforaguest.Thereisanabundanceofevidenceforthe

almostsacredrespectfortheguestamongthehighlandersoftheCentralBal-

kans.TheaforementionedMarkoMiljanov’sExamplesoffersmanyepisodesin

whichhostsarekilledwhilesteadfastlyprotectingtheirguestsevenfromthe

host’sfellowtribesmenorauthorities.EdithDurhamandRebeccaWestoffer

livelydepictionsoftheirexperiencesofthisunusualAlbanianhospitalityintheir

earlytwentiethcenturytravelogues.TheAlbanian,therefore,bybetrayingLazar

andhiscompanyaftergivingthebesaandreceivingthemintohishouse,violates

thesacreddutyofhoststoprotecttheirguests.Inshort,itispreciselyinthe

treatmentoftraditionalcustomsandpatriarchalvaluesthatthetwostoriesdiffer

themost;theexcerptpublishedbyMatovićdeniestheAlbaniansthosevaluesof

honourandhospitalitymostcommonlyassociatedwiththem,andforwhich

MarkoMiljanovcommendsthem.

Conclusion

Inconclusion,thepresentationofAlbaniansinSerbiantextbooksthroughout

thisperiod,whileundoubtedlybiasedandprejudiced,isanythingbutsimple

andstraightforward.Itcontainsambivalencesthatspeaktotheshiftingstatusof

25 MilošMatović,ČitankazačetvrtirazrednarodnihškolauKraljeviniJugoslaviji(1938),
p.210.
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andattitudesbetweenthetwonations.IndistinctiontoearlierSerbianper-

ceptionsofAlbaniansas‘fiercewarriors’andoccasionalalliesagainsttheOt-

tomans,latenineteenth-andearlytwentieth-centurytextbooksaremarkedby

anevidenthostilitytowardsAlbanians.Thisenmityarisesforthemostpartout

ofcontemporarydisputesovertheterritoryofpresent-dayKosovo,northern

Albania,andnorthernMacedoniainhabitedmostlybyMuslimAlbanians,but

historicallypartoftheSerbianmedievalstate.

ThestoryincludedinVujanac’sreadingbookexemplifiestheattemptsofthe

KingdomofYugoslaviatodevelopamoreinclusivepolicytowardstheAlba-

nians;assuch,itsauthorchoosesashortstorythatpresentsAlbaniansinline

withvaluesthataresharedbySerbiannarratives,inwhattheauthorswould

considerahighlypositivemanner.Matović,bycontrast,selectsforhisreading

bookastorythatpresentstheAlbaniansasSerb-hatingandtreacherous,thus

retainingthenegativestereotypestowardsAlbanianstypicalofearlierhistorical

periods.

WhileAlbaniansarelargelyignoredinthehistoricalmaterialofthetext-

books,itisintheseliterarydepictions,andinpreciselythisrupturebetween

literaryandhistoricaltextbookcontent,thatonefindsamoreroundedand

nuancedillustrationofSerbianandYugoslavattitudestowardsthem.These

attitudesoscillatebetweenovertlypositivepraiseandthecompletedenialof

Albanians’traditionalcustomsandmoralvalues.Assuch,theyofferachanceto

eitherescapetheviciouscycleofnegativeperceptionsincurrenttextbooksand

insocietyatlargewhosevaluestheyrepresent,ortheymaypropelusfurther

alongthatpath.
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KnjižarnicaJeremijeJ.Dželebića,1938).
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Ilić,Aleksandra,UdžbeniciinacionalnovaspitanjeuSrbiji1878–1918(Belgrade:Filo-

zofskifakultet,2010).
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