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Abstract: Global interests in bioethics have increased drastically since the end of 20th
century. The reason for this should be ascribed to a broad application of molecular–genetic
methods introduced in human bio-medicine. This has, in turn, produced an involvement
and development of numerous inter-disciplines, which have started to apply bioethics as a
part of their own subject of interest. This article presents more than a decade of experience
of teaching bioethics in our country, particularly under the auspices of the National Committee for Bioethics of UNESCO-commission of Serbia.
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Speaking about genetics and bioethics in Serbia, we would like to inform this as    ƥ   ulty of Medicine in Belgrade since 1923, and that the Insititute of Genetics and
Development was established in the mid 1930s, as part of the Royal Serbian Academy of Sciences.ͱ In the 1950s and 1960s modern genetic courses were organized
       Ǥ
The Yugoslav Genetic Society was founded in 1968, and the journal ‘Genetika’ appeared the following year, and has been in publication in English for the last 43
Ǥ  ǡƤ 
alone, more than twelve symposia were organized, as well as courses on genetics
   ǡ  
main medical centres and hospitals.
Serbia became a member of the European Council in April 2003. Ethics commit  Ƥ   Ǥ
ƥ ǲ  ǳ 
͟͝ǡ͜͜͟͞ǡǦ ơ
of Serbia and Montenegro, part of the coordinated initiative of our Delegation
   Ǥ
͜͜͞͡  ǡǤǤ͟͜ 
1   ǲȋȌ  ǳǡ
 ǡ͟͝Ȃ͝͡Ǥ ͜͞͝͝Ǥ
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committees established among 46 member countries that belonged at that time
 Ǥ ǡ
  ǡ   Ǥ ǡethical committees from Serbia, Macedonia, and Slovakia, were involved for two
years in a large national project to study physicians’ and medical practitioners familiarity with genetics, as well as to educate them and advise them how to master
ƤǤ
ten places in Serbia and Montenegro. In subsequent meetings held in Italy and
Greece, it was concluded that this was a good model of educational work.
In May 2006 Serbia and Montenegro separated, and the Bioethical committee of
ơǤ ͝͡ǡǡæ ǡ
 Ƥ   ǡ
   ǡethics has its headquarters. Three Symposia were organized at the Serbian acad ͜͜͢͞ǡ ͣ͜͜͞ǡ ͜͜͞͝ȋƤ 
ǡ  
 ȌǤ
  
independent of the government, other research centres, and institutions. It con   ǡ
 ơǤ 
process, it upholds the following regulations: Universal Declaration on Bioeth  ȋ  ͜͜͞͡
ͣ͜͜͞ȌǢ     ȋ͜͜͟͞ȌǢ     ȋ  ͥͥͣ͝   
  ͥͥͥ͝Ȃ͜͜͢͞ȌǢ 
of the Committee for Bioethics of the Republic of Serbia.
The Committee supports all activities focused on enhancing the general level of
public awareness, as well as public and private decisions related to bioethics. It
cooperates with international organizations in the area of bioethics, as well as national and regional bioethics associations and committees.
The evident increase in bioethics activity that has taken place in the last ten year
     ƥ       Ƥ  ǡ
    Ƥ      Ǥ  
founded in an extensive course organized in the Military Medical Academy in the
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ͤ͜͜͞ȋ    Ȍǡers within the Serbian Medical Society and in corresponding clinics in Belgrade.
ͣ͞  ȋȌǡ
taking place at the Serbian Academy.
We are very grateful that one of the co-presidents of our Committee, professor
 ©ǡ         
   Ǥ Ǧ  
©  ǯ  ǡ
 ǯͣ͟th  ǡ 
Committee has been appointed to be a new member of IGBC for the next four years.
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An important phase for the further development and relations of the Serbian Bioethics Committee with European countries occured after the separation of Serbia
and Montenegro. At that time a member of our Committee had become Serbia’s
     ȋ Ȅǲ ǳ   ǣ± ±ǳȌ
 ȋȌǤ ͥͤ͝͡ 
 ȋ  Ȍǡͥͥ͝͞   ȋ Ȍ 
 Ƥ Ǥ
In accordance with the decision of the Committee of Ministers regarding intergovernmental structures, the terms of reference of the CDBI and its Bureau are
͟͝ ͜͞͝͞Ǥ͝ ͜͞͝͞ǡ ȋ Ǧ Ȍ  
Ƥ Ǥ
of Recommendations of the Committee of Ministers and to the preparation of the
ǲ     ǳǡAdditional ProtocolsǤ ȋͥͥͣ͝Ȍ
Ȁ ǲǳǤ
this international convention are: the protection of human rights and dignity of
the human being with regard to the application of biology and medicine, including medical research and routine work of physicians or other healthcare professionals. The basic aim of the convention is the guarantee of respect for the integrity and other rights and fundamental freedoms of the person concerned and the
 Ǥ 
introduce into their internal legislation the appropriate measures for safeguarding these principles.
 Ƥ
ǤƤ 

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN BIOETHICS: THE NATIONAL AND REGIONAL CONTEXT

protocol require that the underlying convention has already been signed, or else
ƤǤǡͣ͠
ǡͤ͞Ƥǡͣ
Ƥ ǤƤ  ͜͞͝͝Ǥ
  ȋ Ȍǡǡǡǡ
 Ƥ  Ǥ
of a competent Steering Committee, i.e. CDBI, which, through discussion, debate
and a working group on the plenary assembly drafts a version of the document.
ǡ  Ǥopted text is given to the Committee of Ministers. At the end of this counselling
  Ƥ  
of the new instrument and proposes it for signature by the Member States.
     ǡ         Ƥ ǣ
Ȃ   ȋǡͥͥͣ͝ȌǢ
Ȃ  ǣ ȋͥͥͣ͝ȌǢ
Ȃ

 ȋ͜͜͞͝ȌǢ

Ȃ   ȋ͜͜͞͠ȌǢ
Ȃ  ȋͣ͜͜͞Ȍǡ  Ȅ ǡ ǡ 
foetus.
CDBI Recommendations:
͜͜͞͝ȂǢ
͜͜͞͞Ȃ    Ǣ
͜͜͟͞Ȃǡǡ 
͜͜͞͠Ȃƥ ǡ Ǣ
͜͜͞͠Ȃ    
Ǣ
͜͜͢͞Ȃ   Ǥ
Some of the topics issued on the CDBI plenary meetings are: Developments in the
Ƥ ǢƤ ǢƤ 
 Ǣ 
  ǡ        ǡ 
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            ǡ 

               
   Ǣ         ability, genetic testing and insurance, with a view to its publication for consulǢ   ǯ
   ǣ   ǡ     Ǣ   
 ƤǢ  Ǥ
         ics and CoE is best presented through two meetings that were organized withǤ
These cooperation activities aim to be informative about the principles laid out
 Ƥ ǡ
ƥ  
principles.
84

Ƥ ͣ͜͜͞ 
         
Ǧ Ǥ ing on ethics in biomedical research. Two members of the Steering Committee
 ȋ Ȍǡȋ Ȍ 
ȋȌ Ǥ
 ǣȂ
Ƥ ǢȂ
  ǢȂ 
views with the members of Research Ethics Committees
 ͜͜͞͝ǡ   Ǥ
development of new molecular biology technologies made human genetics and
   ǤǡƤ
for the patients is more and more evident in everyday medical practice it is also a
source of very important and complex ethical dilemmas.
Genetic data is considered a particular category of personal data because it reȀ
Ǥǡ ǲ  ǳ
genetic testing constitutes risks for private life of the recipients as well as their
families. Moreover, the potentially predictive nature of genetic data may also conǤformation resulting from genetic testing is another concern because it would lead
  Ǥǡ
 ƥ pret this data remains a problem.These considerations prompted the Council of
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Europe to draw up a legal instrument with a view to protect fundamental rights
  Ǥͣͤ͜͜͞
    mittee of Ministers of the Council of Europe.
ǯǡ ǡǯ 
 ǡơ Ǥ  
that a huge variability of types and examples of bioethical behaviours presently
exists, which does not cover all cases that are mentioned in our legislature, not
even in all the paragraphs of the mentioned Convention and Declarations. e.g,,
the role of the family in contemporary society is not appreciated and emphasized
enough. Restrictions and warnings of potential malformations and unwanted
events are more clearly emphasized than activities that may prevent non-ethical
Ǥ Ƥ     Ǣ Ǥ ǦƤ  
 Ƥ ǡ ǣ Ǥ
quantity of someone’s achievements, competition vs. cooperation, the size of coǡǤǡ  Ƥ 
Ǥ ǡǦ  Ƥ   ǡ    Ƥ  ǡ Ǥ
  ȋǤǤ Ȍ   
 ǡơ    
of their discoveries. The Serbian Bioethics Committee has submitted such a proposal, signed and with support of the president of the Serbian Academy of SciencǡȋǲǳȌǡ 
an answer to its request that such an oath should be part of the ceremony when
 Ǥ
The aim of our present meeting is not only to compare our achievements since the
ǡ   ǡ ǡǡ ơ
for cooperation of regional bioethics committees and societies, especially in our
educational programs. It is also important to control the standards that must exist
among European countries in relation to the numerous new discoveries that are
  Ƥ   Ǥ
this Conference, we are certain that the organizers will be happy to achieve these
goals, and we wish you all good results in this direction.
Primljeno: 15. decembar 2012.
Prihvaćeno: 4. januar 2013.
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Dragoslav Marinković, Zvonko Magić
Bioetika u Srbiji kao perspektiva u međunarodnim okvirima: genetika i bioetika
Apstrakt
Globalni interes za bioetiku drastično se povećao krajem dvadesetog stoleća, što treba
pripisati širokoj primeni molekularno-genetičkih metoda uvedenih u oblasti humane
biomedicine. Ovo je dovelo do priključenja i razvitka brojnih interdisciplinarnih oblasti
koje su bioetiku prihvatile kao deo svog opsega interesa. U ovom se članku iznosi iskustvo dugo preko deset godina o primeni edukacije bioetike u našoj zemlji, posebno u organizaciji i pod okriljem Nacionalnog komiteta za bioetiku UNESCO-ve komisije R. Srbije.
Ključne reči bioetika, genetika, bioet. komitet, Srbija, CoE, UNESCO.

