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Vladimir Cvetković 
 

SAINT JUSTIN OF CHELIE AS AN EVANGELICAL THEOLOGIAN 

 

By relying on the statement of Bishop Athanasius Jevtić that Saint Justin of Chelie 

is an evangelical theologian, this paper aims to investigate the evangelical aspects of 

Justin’s theology, analyzing what does it mean in his case to be an evangelical theologian. 

This theme is particularly important in the overall context of contemporary Orthodox 

theology, which somehow undermines the theological tendencies of “the return to the 

Fathers” in the twentieth century, for the sake of a new understanding of the entire 

Orthodox tradition as a reflection on and within the Gospel of Jesus Christ (Behr). It is also 

important to examine the evangelical settings of Justin Popovic’s theology in the context of 

the history of Serbian theology of the twentieth century. There is an unanimous agreement 

among Serbian scholars (Lubardic, Vasiljevic, Cvetkovic, Djogo) that by his interest in 

patristic theology Abba Justin is a forerunner of the “neopatristic synthesis” of Georges 

Florovsky. Therefore, this paper investigates whether the claim that Justin is an evangelical 

theologian may be reconciled with the tendencies, which see him predominantly as a 

patristic or neo-patristic scholar. The paper will attempt to answer these questions by 

focusing on Justin’s vision of the importance and the role of the Gospel and the Holy 

Scriptures, as well as on his anthropology, soteriology and Trinitarian theology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     


