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In addi  on to Axel Honneth’s thesis on the therapeu  c func  on of the concept of ethical life 
(Si  lichkeit) in Hegel’s philosophy, I wish to give a  en  on to the two moments which, to my mind, 
show more clearly Hegel’s views on the therapeu  c dimension of both philosophy and the sovereign 
state against the ‘pathology of civil society’.

In this context, philosophy performs a correc  ve func  on by fostering the individual’s virtue 
conceived as the ethical duty of care both for oneself and for others. The corrup  on of the individual 
which is possible within their ‘civil’ status is thus remedied by ethical work performed towards a self-
improvement, which is the domain of moral philosophy. One of the main problems for the moral 
development of individuals consists in their propensity to perceive the good in par  cularist and 
selfi sh terms: in this context events such as natural disasters or wars can be seen as performing a 
‘therapeu  c’ func  on by teaching the individuals to view the good in more principled and general 
terms.
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